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THIS SERIES of 24 lessons deals with the first part
of Paul’s letter to the Romans, consisting of the
first 8 chapters and  shows us how we can be
right with God. You will need a Bible in a version
you can easily understand and you will need to
read carefully the passages as we go along.
These lessons are based on the New
International Version. (If you do not have a
Bible, contact your leader or we can supply you
with one from MPA Headquarters at a very
reasonable cost).

We should understand at the outset that, while Paul
wrote this letter, God inspired him and revealed to him what
should be written (see 2 Timothy 3:16). Paul’s Letter to the
Romans is the clearest presentation of the Gospel of Christ
in the whole of the Bible. It shows us plainly what God’s
salvation is all about and why we need it. It sets before us
the way to enter into a right relationship with God and how
we can become true Christians in the Bible sense of the
word. Romans opens up for us the richness of the Christian
life, how to live it and to enjoy the full blessing of knowing
our sins forgiven with the assurance of a wonderful future
with Christ after our life on earth is ended.

So, let’s get started: —

INTRODUCTION

The Apostle Paul begins the letter by introducing
himself according to the custom in those days. Instead of
putting your name at the end of a letter as we do today,
back then you would put your name at the start. Paul had
once been a violent man. He hated the Gospel of Christ
and Christians and had spent his earlier life as one of their
enemies trying to get rid of as many of them as he could. He

broke up families, had many thrown into prison and even
committed murder in the process. But instead of wiping him
out, God saved him and radically changed his life. Paul
himself became a Christian and a preacher of the Gospel –
the very message he once hated and had tried to destroy.
(Read Acts chapter 9, verses 1 to 19 to see how it all
happened). How amazing that he was the man God chose
to write this important letter explaining the Gospel!

Next Paul introduces the message he is about to
explain. He calls it the Gospel of God because Paul did not
make it up, neither did any other human being. It came from
God Himself and is all about the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son
of God. He came into the human race as a perfect man as
part of the whakapapa of King David and was proved to
be the Son of God by His resurrection from the dead.

Christ’s resurrection is central to the Christian faith.
It is that which makes the Christian faith different from every
other religion. The Christian has a Master who has overcome
death, has paid the penalty for sin and who lives forever
with all power and authority belonging to Him. The graves
of all other religious leaders are occupied, but the tomb of
Jesus is empty because He is alive.

Paul tells us that it was through Christ’s power that
he had been saved, completely changed and made an
apostle (a special messenger of Christ) to go to the nations
of the world with the Gospel. The Gospel calls people out
of their sinful ways to receive Christ as Saviour and gives
them God’s power so that they can live in obedience to
Him. The Bible teaches that this is what makes a person a
saint (see verse 7) – a person who is set apart from sinful
ways to belong to God. The Christians in Rome to whom
Paul was writing are called saints because they had
responded to the Gospel and had turned from their sinful
ways to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. Have
you responded to the Gospel in this way?

A series of lessons based on the first 8 chapters of Paul’s Letter to the Romans.

Lesson No. 1
THE IMPORTANCE OF ROMANS

READ IN YOUR BIBLE: Romans, chapter 1, verses 1 to 7.

 A VERSE TO LEARN: “Jesus Christ – who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the
Son of God by His resurrection from the dead” – (Romans 1:4).

AND IN MAORI: “Ihu Karaiti – i whakapuakina mai nei ko te Tama a te Atua i runga i te kaha i ta te wairua
o te tapu, i te mea ka whakaarahia i te hunga mate” – (Roma 1:4).
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