
Dear Leaders and Fellow Workers,

Tena Koutou Katoa. To say that a new year is now well under 
way is to state the obvious, but it is indeed another reminder of 
just how fast time is going and that our next AGM at Lake View 
Camp in Rotorua is fast approaching. We look forward to seeing 
as many of you as possible once again. We had a great time of 
fellowship last year and we pray this year will be even better. By 
now you should have received an AGM Brochure. If you haven’t 
please let us know at HQ. For catering purposes you can assist 
us and the camp staff by returning your registration form by the 
due date if you have not already done so.

 We took our annual break in February this year, a little later than usual, and spent a couple of weeks 
on the East Coast just a stone’s throw from a beach with terrific surf and long stretches for walking. On a 
couple of mornings I got up early to watch the sunrise. It affords a tremendous opportunity to see something 
of the wonders of God’s creation as “the curtain rises” on a new day. On some mornings just to see the vista 
of colours changing and brightening in the sky and sea can be truly breath-taking. (Psalm 19:1-4). No won-
der the Scriptures say, “The fool has said in his heart, there is no God” (Psalm 14:1). It came to me afresh that 
Creation, with its many intricacies and variety, does indeed give to us a revelation of the glory and power of 
our God. John’s Gospel chapter 1 refers to our Lord Jesus Christ as “The Word” – the very expression of God 
to us. We are told in verse 3 that “through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that 
has been made”. And yet this tremendously powerful, holy, almighty Person, confined Himself to the human 
form (verse 14) and entered this world to become “the Lamb of God” (verse 29) in order to redeem us. (I 
must admit it is so easy for us to take for granted His love and mercy). He was the Creator and King of the 
Universe and yet He said, “Even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life 
as a ransom for many”. I am reminded of the words of a song --

  How big is God?
  How big and wide His vast domain?
  To try to tell these lips can only start;
  He’s big enough to rule His mighty universe --
  Yet small enough to live within the heart.

 Having redeemed us He now asks us to serve Him wholeheartedly and has committed to us the mes-
sage of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18-19) through which God brings others into a right relationship 
with Himself with all the life-changing blessings of redemption here in this present scene and in that which 
is to come. As we set out on this year, let us be mindful of our responsibilities by allowing His love to perme-
ate and motivate us.

LEADERS’ PRAYER LIST 

 In the near future we are planning to put out an up-to-date Prayer List as the present one is now well 
out-dated. Just looking through it, it is rather concerning to see the number of leaders who have resigned 
for one reason or another over the last year or so. If things keep going as they are, the future of the mission 
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is rather questionable. At present there are large areas of the country that have never heard of MPA. This is 
an urgent matter for prayer. Could you please make the need known to other believers and especially your 
church/assembly leaders for prayer? If there are interested people in your sphere of influence, perhaps you 
could bring them along to our AGM next month.

“TUPU WHAKARANGI”
 The next issue of our magazine is almost ready for despatch and should be with your next lot of les-
sons. We are always looking for good, relevant articles and testimonies for future issues. If you can help in 
this way it would be much appreciated.

AROUND THE BRANCHES
Jim and Beulah Pinkerton (Waitara): We gave away a lot of calendars at 
our Christmas stall. There were a few stalls, but not like last year.  The pa-
rade was a long parade.  Once the parade was over we had a lot of people 
interested, and a lot more who were quite surprised at the free calendars 
and were happy to take them.  It means the scriptures are in the homes of 
many.  We have a few left and will give them out to those we feel will make 
good use of them.  They are lovely calendars with great pictures.  We have I 
think, less than 50 left, maybe less.  We were pleased at the reception we got 
at the stall.  A lady took a lot of posters as she works among the Maori children.  One family enrolled right 
away on the spot for their children to do the lessons.

Ralph and Pat Wichers (Wairoa): There was a rush on MPA calendars once 
it became known abroad that they had arrived. Some 20 people in the lo-
cal supermarket ‘ambushed’ me, asking for one. Some asked for 2. When I 
arrived at the local bakery to offer a calendar to one of the men there, the 
others there became interested as well. But I know that it is the planting 
and fishing info that is the main attraction. If there was only such a desire 
for the Word of God also printed on it, what a difference it would make to 
our society. 

 Recently I was at a school in the country; a principals-release teacher was there. I didn’t really know 
her, but she was very welcoming and brought greetings from her daughter Katie which I knew from Fraser-
town school 2 years ago and before, but she is now studying at Iona College. I will never forget Katie, as she 
was a good student. One day as I was ready to leave class she came up to me with tears running down her 
face, asking me for help. It turned out that she was concerned about her dad who she said ‘is not a Christian 
and therefore won’t be with me in Heaven later!’ This was in full class, so all I could say was that we need to 
pray to God that He will change your dad, we will do that and you do it as well. There was no opportunity 
to do that with her while there. And now unexpectedly I had received a feed-back from her as she sent her 
greetings with her mum for me. And the lady was so supportive in class. I was able to offer a calendar for 
Katie for her to take with her. So good things are still happening, and MPA lessons have quite a bearing on 
that.

Ken and Julia Brown (Raglan): All our calendars have been distributed, again 
with favourable comments and enthusiasm.  The weather was not conducive to 
going to the Domain as often as we would have liked.  We were despairing of 
getting them all out, when a man who had been in the camping ground, visited, 
having received a calendar, read it, and taken the steps of salvation at the back.  
He was so blessed, he asked if he could have as many calendars as possible to dis-
tribute around the campground.  We gave him a big bundle with some wall texts, 
and a Bible.  The next day he was back asking could he have as many as we could give him for his extended 
whanau?  What a great answer to prayer, as we were going away for 10 days til the end of Jan, and then it is 
harder to reach people. This man lives in Hamilton, and we hope to maintain some contact with him.  



Lois Thompson (Wellington): I have the Nov-Dec answers from my one pupil, carefully 
completed as usual. The Electoral Commission have issued a new (Oct 2011) Maori roll so I 
have ordered a copy and will do another mail-out of the next group of names. I’ll do an up-
dated letter, with a book mark along with the enrolment card but maybe not the calendars. 
Let’s see what results we get this time. (Lois has now commenced this mail out). I just had 
an email from a Christian friend in Canada. From a mass mail-out (through Canada Post) 
of 260,000 across the north of Canada they received 300 enrolments for their postal SS over 
there. That’s 300 precious young souls. But one cannot help wondering... is there so little 
good ground?? There’s nothing wrong with the seed! Anyway, we press on. 

From a Prison Inmate: In answer to the Romans series, Lesson 24, Question 5: “If you are a Christian 
would you like to write a short paragraph about how you became a Christian”:  “I became a Christian when 
I reached the bottom of life (jail). It was like Christ found me like a lost sheep and since then I have become 
a Godly person. He has done some amazing things for me and I praise Him for all He has done”.

 In answer to a different question in the Romans series, another inmate writes: “YES. Doing this 
course has helped immensely”.

Feilding: For several years now Mark and Ngaere Badger have run an MPA stall in 
Feilding on the town’s Christmas Parade day. This year they were not able to do so 
because of Ngaere’s ill health and so Evelyn and I manned the stall and gave away 
several hundred calendars as well as Tw magazines and other tracts.

 Despite the various discouragements we have from time to time, there are 
some good things happening. God is still at work in the hearts of men and women, 
boys and girls. Let’s ensure that we are among those who are the instruments that 
He can use for this purpose.

  Yours in Christ,

 


