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Dear Leaders and Fellow Workers,

Tena koutou katoa!  I watched with a good deal of concern the interview
with Sir Paul Holmes on a recent Sunday evening. Because of his illness it is
fairly apparent that the man has not much time left in this life, but that which
disturbed me most of all was his obvious anxiety concerning “the afterlife”. He
expressed his fear of what may be “out there on the other side”. He hoped that
he had done enough good things and that “the Lord would have mercy on
him”. It was obvious that he did not know peace with God and we should pray
most definitely that God will indeed have mercy on him and spare him until he
understands and receives the truth as it is in the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

I am aware of the fact that he is just one of many thousands of people who have no eternal security. Many are
staking their eternal futures on their own good works. (Galatians 2:21 reveals the error of this). Others are full of
bravado until it comes to that final “leap into the dark” as one agnostic has termed it. What a wonderful blessing it is
to know and experience the truth of Romans 5:1 where it says, “Having been justified by faith we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”.The Apostle Paul said, “I desire to depart and be with Christ which
is better by far” (Philippians 1:23). How worthwhile it is then to be involved in the proclamation of the Gospel of
Christ because it alone is the answer not only for this present life but also for that which is to come.

Late last year I officiated at the funeral service of Ngaere Badger who was an MPA leader for many years in the
Manawatu district. More recently I was involved in the funeral service of Faith Seymour who was another faithful
leader in the Manawatu area. Both of these ladies have left us a tremendous example of faithful Christian service and
living. While it is always a sad time when a believer passes on from this life especially for the immediate family, it is
also a victorious time because we know that they are with the Lord. Their work on earth has been completed and
eternal bliss for them has begun. Again we are reminded of Scripture. 2 Corinthians 5:1 says, “Now we know that
if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in Heaven, not built
by human hands”.

With this is mind and as we stand on the brink of another New Year, I am reminded of the words of a well-
known hymn –

With such a blessed hope in view
We would more holy be.
More like our risen glorious Lord
Whose face we soon shall see.

       January/February, 2013



CLOSURE OF MPA PRINTERY

As we begin this year it is with some big changes in the wind. The Executive Committee of Maori Postal
Aotearoa met on January 26th to discuss the future of the Maori Postal ministry and Aotearoa Christian Press. The
committee has been concerned for some time now that the current economic climate and competitive environment is
causing all small businesses to struggle to survive. Aotearoa Print is no exception and cannot continue to meet its
financial obligations. Regrettably, it was agreed that Aotearoa Print will cease to operate as from the 31st March,
2013. Please pray for staff as they seek to relocate and adjust to new employment. Please note that only the
printery is closing, not the ministry.

This decision will require your co-operation because we will be looking to the market place for all our
printing requirements from 31st March onward. While we want you to receive sufficient material for the work in your
area, it becomes more important that we avoid wastage. Therefore, would you please fill in the form at the end
of this letter and return it to HQ as soon as possible. Also, please keep us updated as to your requirements
should there be any changes.You can do this either by email or by using the Leaders’ Report Pads issued some time
ago. Just use the section under “Branch Report”. If you require a new pad please let us know. Once the transition
takes place all lesson insides will be printed black with the covers largely remaining as they are now. Apart from this,
the closure of the printery should not affect your branch work in any other way.

PRISON MINISTRY

This avenue of the work of MPA continues to grow with good returns of lessons for marking. Many of the
inmates have completed the first series on Romans and this year we have started them on the second series. Already
some of these have been returned for marking and again it is encouraging to see the level of comprehension. We
receive many letters, with some inmates expressing their appreciation for the studies. The following is a recent email
we received:-

“Thank you for all that you are doing. So many of the men in the remand area Hawkes Bay are doing your
studies and really enjoying them. I have had a request for Willie McGregor’s story and realised that these would
be a great help in encouraging the men. I should mention that I work as an assistant chaplain and came across
your work thanks to Sister Alisi”.

ADVANCED SENIOR LESSONS

We now have a good range of these lessons including series 1 and 2
through the Book of Romans making a total of 44 lessons, enough for a whole
year.  Lessons are also available on 1st Peter, James and Jonah and now there
is a series on Ephesians comprising 24 lessons. There is also a new study
book added to the Te Kupu Whakaora range on the first 6 chapters of 1
Corinthians. We plan to have studies on the remainder of 1 Corinthians as time
permits. All of these studies are suitable for both group and individual studies
and are currently being used in both of these ways. Samples are gladly supplied.
It is also possible to email studies to you to be printed off as you may require
them.

AGM 2013

Believe it or not it will soon be time for our Leaders’ Conference once again! Brochures are enclosed and we
would encourage you to make the effort to attend if at all possible. We have been encouraged by the attendance and
atmosphere of the conference over the years and look to the Lord that this year will also be well attended and be a
profitable time for all. Mr Norm Silcock has accepted the invitation to be our devotional speaker for Saturday
afternoon. The venue is to be the Lake View Bible Camp at Ngongotaha once again. Please complete your
registration form and return it to HQ as soon as possible to assist with catering. We are obliged to give the
camp at least 10 days’ notice of the number attending.



2013 CALENDAR
The calendars have proved especially popular this year and almost all except about 200 of the 25,000 have

been despatched. We have received some encouraging comments and letters and the following are extracts from
two of them:-

Ken and Julia Brown (Raglan): Thank you for sending us the calendars, which are
very lovely.  I don’t know if you remember, but last Christmas 2011, a man, James
Rutene gave his heart to the Lord, through reading the way of salvation on the calendar.
He came twice seeking as much MPA material as he could to distribute at the motor
camp and elsewhere. Well, we tried to keep in touch with him, but he moved to Australia,
and we lost touch.  This Christmas he returned to the motor camp, and it seems he will
do that each Christmas.  He visited us asking for calendars to distribute at the
camp again! We were delighted to find him shining for the Lord, and still in that first

flush of newfound love for Jesus, and delighting in the things he is learning from the Word.  He came with
questions about his readings. We do hope we will have this on-going annual contact, as he is still living in
Australia.  We were able to distribute the rest of the calendars on New Year’s Day, as the Kopua Domain was
packed with Maori families picnicking.

Neil and Beverley Goodwin (Whakatane):”An elderly man with sore feet
wanted to chat and when we told him the salvation prayer was on the back of the
calendar he couldn’t turn to it quick enough. Then he read it right through and said
Amen so positively and meaningfully. Everyone has loved the calendars. Another
man was in his 4-wheel drive and he looked right through the calendar on every
page. Then he read the prayer right through and said Amen at the end”. The Lord
knows their hearts and we trust they are truly saved.

Please be assured of the importance and value of the work you are doing. Eternity will show the real results and
in the meantime we need to “stand firm, letting nothing move us. Always giving ourselves fully to the work of the
Lord, knowing that our labour in the Lord is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58).

Yours in Christ
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