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Dear Leaders and Fellow Workers,

Kia Ora Koutou Katoa! This letter accompanies your last
lesson parcel for 2012. It seems that no sooner is one year
begun than it is over and this year has been no exception.
The passage of time is something we cannot control, but we
can control how we use it. This is why we are exhorted in
Ephesians 5:16 to “redeem the time, because the days are
evil” or, as the NIV puts it, “Be very careful then how you
live, not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every
opportunity because the days are evil”. We are each allotted a certain amount of time
and it is easy to let it flow by and waste it, but it takes effort, discipline and wisdom to
plan and use it wisely. I doubt that many people would argue with the statement that
the days in which we live are evil. Moral corruption, family break-down and Godlessness
are rampant in almost every strata of society, to say nothing of the proliferation of false
cults and occult activity with drug abuse and alcoholism. What a terrible toll these evils
are having on the youth of our nation! How desperately they need the clear, life-changing
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ! All this makes it paramount for Christians to be using
time wisely. May we each be before God seeking His direction as to how we can use the
time He has allotted us for His honour and the extension of His Kingdom.

2013 CALENDARS AND TW MAGAZINES
At HQ at present we are busy wrapping calendars and magazines for despatch, so if you
have not yet received yours they should not be too far away. If you find you need more
calendars than you have ordered please let us know. Feedback so far tells us that the
2013 calendar is at least as popular as previous years. It is a good tool to help make the
ministry of MPA better known and to contact new families and to enrol new students. If
you are able to visit local Kohanga Reo groups, etc., with calendars please take the
opportunity to do so.

PROPOSED LESSONS CHANGE
Beginning first thing in the New Year we are proposing to print the lesson insides for
each of the five grades all in the same colour – black. This is in an effort to save time and
costs. It will still be easy to identify the various grades by the colour of the covers as they
will remain as they are at present. If you can think of any major problems with this idea
that we may have overlooked, please let us know ASAP otherwise we will go ahead with
this proposal.
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ADVANCED SENIOR LESSONS

Just reminding you that we now have a good range of these
lessons including series 1 and 2 through the Book of
Romans making a total of 44 lessons, enough for a whole
year. (Series 2 on Romans has just been completed ready
to print as required). Lessons are also available on 1st Peter,
James and Jonah and at present I am working on a set on
Ephesians. There is also a new study book added to the Te
Kupu Whakaora range on the first 6 chapters of 1
Corinthians. We plan to have studies on the remainder of 1 Corinthians as time permits.
All of these are suitable for both group and individual studies and are currently being
used in both of these ways. Samples are available.

FUND RAISER

We would like to take this opportunity to express our thanks
to Ralph Wichers and his willing band of workers who spend a
good deal of time gathering pine cones and bagging them for
sale in Wairoa on Saturday mornings. The funds raised are
distributed to both MPA and the Bible Society. Ralph has just
sent us their latest cheque and this on-going support is a great
help to the work of MPA. The photo shows Ralph and Pat with

Paula, a university student who was staying with them. She was very helpful in collecting
cones while she was there.

AROUND THE BRANCHES
Neil and Beverley Goodwin (Whakatane): “We were delivering to a family in
Whakatane and this father had his friend with him. When we handed the man his
family’s lessons, his friend asked, ‘Please can I have a packet too? There are 10
children in our house’. He was so keen to receive them. Then when we were handing
another lady her lessons, a dear grandmother asked if we could give her a packet of
lessons for her grandchildren. Then another grandmother asked us to please deliver
to a couple in Churchill Street. We deliver to seven other houses in that street. When we arrived the father was fixing
his car, so it was lovely to meet him and his brother. We pray for their salvation”.

Jim and Beulah Pinkerton (Waitara): “We praise the Lord for a good turn-out to our award afternoon held once
again in the Waitara Methodist Church. We had about 40 children present plus parents and other family members.

Thanks again to the Pue Family for their support and input. Jemma Pue
and Stephanie Pirihi from NP Bible Chapel organised the games and did a
great job. Our speaker again was Bradley Clark. He gave the story of
David and Goliath. Bradley is still at High School and has a real heart for
the Lord to do children’s ministry. N.P. Bible Chapel once again donated
Bibles. We are grateful for the support of the Knox Presbyterian Church
for prayer and help with afternoon tea. They plan to move into a new
church building in February.” Jim has recently undergone a successful hernia
operation.

Shirley Hatch (Rotorua): “July has produced five new students wanting enrolment, although to date only 1 has
completed the first batch of lessons. The others, they assure me, are in the pipeline. Marking the Romans series is
encouraging as the lessons are quite hard to grapple with for those to whom Romans is a ‘new’ book, but they are
doing well. One lady comments that she is finding the lessons such a help in her spiritual life. Some families are quite



mobile so keeping track of them requires a bit of detective work: One student has moved four times in less than 2
months but continues keenly and treasures her lessons. A real incentive is the presentation of certificates at our little
Sunday morning service when the children receive a great round of applause with cheers and that’s prompted one
mum to prod her brood into action to complete back numbers!”

Hawkes Bay Regional Prison (Chaplain): “Thank you for all that you are doing. So many of the men in the
remand area Hawkes Bay are doing your studies and really enjoying them. I have had a  request  for Willie McGregor’s
story and realised that these would be a great help in encouraging the men. I should mention that I work as an
assistant chaplain and came across your work thanks to Sister Alisi”.

The Prison Inmate Branch we run from HQ continues to grow with over 170 inmates in prisons throughout the
country regularly receiving lessons and study books and sending in for marking. Lessons and letters from inmates are
received almost on a daily basis. It is apparent that many are being influenced by their studies and we ask you to pray
with us that a genuine work of grace will be done in their lives. Pray too that those who have made a decision for the
Lord will be able to stand strong in the faith. There is a very real need for these people to receive the correct follow-
up when they leave prison. It is so easy for them to slip back into their old ways and associates otherwise.

LESSON REQUIREMENTS FOR NEXT YEAR
Next year is almost upon us and it would be much appreciated if you could
get your lesson requirements updated and your order sent in to Headquarters
as soon as possible. There are no lessons for January but we would like to get
February’s lessons printed before the Christmas holiday break.

Evelyn and I spent a few days in the Auckland region earlier in October because we
were invited to share in the Missions Session at the Manurewa Bible Church. We used
a Power Point Presentation and had a literature table display. Several Assemblies
combined for the event and we were encouraged by the interest shown.

In conclusion, please be assured of our prayers and of the importance of the work you
are doing. Much of what you do as an MPA leader may go unnoticed by others because
it is a ministry much of which is carried out “behind the scenes”. But God sees and
knows and He rewards faithfulness with His blessing in our lives and also in those we
reach out to.

Yours in Christ


