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Dear Prayer Partners and Fellow Workers

Tena Koutou Katoa. Greetings to you all in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. As most of you will be aware, this
year is rather special, being the 200th anniversary of the first preaching of the Gospel in our land. As we study the
early history surrounding this momentous event we see what a tremendous impact the Gospel made in the lives of the
Maori people and pakeha as well in those days. Among the changes that took place were a serious decrease in tribal
warfare, the cessation of the evil custom of utu, improved relations between pakeha and Maori, a great improvement
in moral behaviour and an increase in productivity and prosperity. Unfortunately much of the memory and effects of
those early days have been lost over the years as other evils have been allowed to creep in and replace them.

Today it is indeed sad to see how the nation has turned away from the Christian heritage and blessings it once
enjoyed. We have largely forgotten our Creator and treated His Word with contempt, even declaring it to be
irrelevant to our modern society with its secular and materialistic ideology. The results of our apostasy are all around
us – violent crime, dysfunctional families and people, drug and alcohol abuse, sexual immorality and perversion, the
introduction of godless legislation such as our forebears would never dream of – and it all seems to be spiralling out
of control. We wonder what our legislators who are charged with the care of the nation are going to introduce next!

THE HOPE PROJECT NZ
For this reason we are indeed grateful for “The Hope Project
NZ” and the willing team of Christian workers who have undertaken
the tremendous task to get the Gospel that originally made such an
impact on our nation into every household in the land. They have
supplied us with 7000 copies of their great little booklet, “The
Invitation – Hope for All”. (If you can use some copies to
distribute in your area, please let us know). We pray that many will
be made aware of their need of Christ and His Gospel in our day
and that there will be a real spiritual awakening. The passage of
Scripture that comes to mind is Romans 10, verses 14 and 15:
“How then, can they call on the One they have not believed
in? And how can they believe in the One of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without
someone preaching to them? And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful
are the feet of those who bring good news’!”

MPA continues to play a part in the great commission of bringing people to the Saviour and teaching them the Word
of God. Please be assured that you are a vital part of this ministry as you seek to support us in sending lessons,
magazines and other Gospel literature into the homes of the people. But indeed the workers are so few in such a vast
field. So many of our existing workers are in the older age bracket. Others can no longer continue because of
declining health, and some have passed on to be with the Lord. We seriously need younger committed workers to
take their places and take the life-giving message to the people.

HOME SCHOOLERS
On September 5th we had a group of parents and children of the local Home Schoolers visit MPA Headquarters.
We showed a short Power Point of MPA history, shared something of why we exist, and answered various questions.
I demonstrated our old Platen Printing Press by running a small printing job which the adults in particular found
fascinating. Tony and Rachael ran games, a colouring competition and a Bible Quiz which generated a good deal of
enthusiasm especially when prizes were awarded. A pleasant afternoon was concluded with afternoon tea.

Wellington Harbour



PRISON OUTREACH
Almost every day we receive lessons returned from prison inmates for marking. Many of them are doing the advanced
lessons and have completed the Romans series. Most show good comprehension and are able to move on to
lessons on other NT books including the Pastoral Epistles. (These lessons are available for both individual and group
studies).

The following are from prison inmates in answer to a question in the Romans series, “If you are a true Christian,
would you like to write a short paragraph about how you became a Christian”?

“I became a dedicated follower of Christ many years ago doing Junior, Intermediate and Senior Maori Postal
Sunday School lessons. Being imprisoned and seeing no light at the end of the tunnel I asked the Lord Jesus
Christ to forgive me of my sins and I asked the Lord to become my personal Saviour. – Kororia ki to na
ingoa tapu”.

“I was all alone, and I didn’t want my life to be wasted any more. So I cried out to Jesus to be my Lord and
Saviour, and I started to change. I want to be a man of God. I want to get out of jail and live for Christ.” This
man is working through the Romans series and says, “I found this study very challenging”.

“I needed help in my life, so I asked God for help. He showed me through the Bible and made me understand
what it was I was missing in my life – Jesus Christ. So I accepted Him as my Lord and Saviour and gave my
life to Him. I got baptised in 2012 and I try to follow Him and His will for my life and His plans for me”.

Extract from an inmate’s letter: “I have received ‘Tupu Whakarangi’ twice now and enjoy the teaching
and stories I find within this inspiring magazine. Both times I have noticed articles written by Ralph Wichers of
Wairoa District. As a child I remember meeting Ralph at Sunday School and being invited back to his farm to
enjoy lessons and lunch, and I have fond memories of this loving environment. Having lost my father around
this time it was good to have Ralph and the Wichers family to point me towards the true Father”.

(Ralph is a regular contributor to the “Wairoa Star” and sends his articles to us, some of which we publish in the

TW magazine).
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(1) The job begins.      (2) “Be careful up there!”      (3) Waterblasting the roof.

(4) Great fellowship over lunch.     (5) Nearing completion.     (6) The team.
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MMM ON THE JOB!

On Monday morning, October 20th a Mobile Missionary Maintenance team arrived at our HQ to commence
repainting the building and doing some overdue maintenance work. The weather was ideal most of the week the
team was here and they have done a marvellous job as you can see by the photos. We also had a great time of
fellowship including a bar-b-que tea at Wanganui’s well-known Basin Reserve.



TONY AND RACHAEL AHIE
Tony and Rachael have now been working at MPA Headquarters for over 18
months and are becoming increasing familiar with the work. Tony is seeking to
establish relations within the Assemblies with the intent of expanding God’s
Kingdom by sharing the Gospel and his personal testimony. He is at present
undertaking an internship within MPA that will enable him to take over from
Graham’s position if and when it is the Lord’s will. Tony travels back and forth
bi-monthly to attend The Shepherd’s Bible College in order to give him a good
theological foundation in Biblical studies.

Rachael has taken over all despatch of orders, lessons, magazines and calendars,
including laser printing and telecommunications. She is proving to be very efficient
in her work and is developing spiritually in her position at MPA. On top of her
responsibilities at MPA HQ she is also home-schooling their three children.

NEW WEBSITE -- www.maoripostal.co.nz
Tony reports: We have created a new MPA website
that is compatible on pc, tablet and phones which also
includes the major social media sites such as You Tube,
Face Book and Twitter. We use a program called
Google Analytics to track website visits and usage.
We are working towards MPA online lessons which
will enable people to do lessons online via any device
connected to the internet. We plan to have the Romans
series done first then the other advanced lessons will
soon follow.
We are also currently working with Ligonier ministries
in Florida (RC Sproul) to see if they will give MPA a special price to produce extra advanced theological online
studies that can be made readily available to New Zealanders via the MPA website. A few of the courses available
with Ligonier are Biblical Studies, Christian Living, Church History, Theology, Worldview and Culture. At present,
we are testing, analysing and investigating to see if we can implement this system smoothly into the current MPA
curriculum. MPA also have a relationship with Turning Point ministries from Canada, United States and the UK
which are branches of David Jeremiah’s teaching ministry. MPA receive boxes of free study guides and material that
we can freely add to MPA’s current line. We work closely with the Bible Society here in Aotearoa and attain free
Maori material and free English resources to give away to our students, website visitors and to support MPA’s
outreach endeavours.
Dr RapataWiri of Maori multimedia has agreed to give MPA a special discounted price on his Maori language App
that MPA can offer to our students, website visitors and leaders for a fraction of the cost. This will be a great addition
to MPA’s existing product line and will be helpful to bring Te Reo to our students at a fraction of the full cost.
SGM life words are another organisation we have been dealing with. They have agreed to supply MPA with free
tracts and biblical material that we can add to our existing line of free resources.
We have also added a new internet credit card donating system to the website. This uses an easy to use, smooth,
user friendly and safe, credit card option to take one off donations or regular recurring donations.

2015 CALENDAR
Our MPA 2015 Calendars have now arrived and we are very pleased with the finished article. Most of the photos
this time have been provided by a professional photographer who has allowed us to use them free of charge. If you
are able to distribute some in your area please get your order in as soon as possible because if its anything like
previous years they will go fairly quickly. The calendars are available to anyone who can distribute them effectively
and they provide an excellent means of making new contacts.



We take this opportunity to sincerely thank those who regularly support this work, both prayerfully and
financially. By doing so you have a real part in getting the Gospel of Christ to a society that desperately needs it.

Yours in Christ,

Billy Graham: “America Just as Wicked as Sodom and Gomorrah, but
Prayer Can Turn the Tide of History”

In a commentary in the October 2014 edition of Decision magazine published by the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association, Billy Graham compared the U.S. to Sodom and Gomorrah, deserving of
the judgment of God but able to be saved by hearts made pure by Christ and willing to pray for the
nation’s protection.
“Down through our history our nation’s leaders have carried their plans and hopes to God in
prayer,” Graham wrote. “Yet today we have come to a place where we regard prayer in our
national life simply as a venerated tradition. We have no sense of coming to grips with God; we
simply use prayer as a formality. ... One of the reasons the United Nations has become so
ineffective in handling world situations is that there is no prayer, no recognition of God. Unless the
leaders of nations turn to God in prayer, their best plans will fail, just as did the plans of those who built the tower of Babel.”
Graham went on to give numerous examples of the faithful “turning the tide of history” by seeking God in prayer, beginning with Christ
Himself, then moving to Abraham, Hezekiah, Elijah, Elisha, Daniel, Paul and Peter. He went on to list more modern examples of how saints
like John Knox, John Wesley and Jonathan Edwards changed the world on their knees.
“In this modern age in which we live, we have learned to harness the power of the atom, but very few of us have learned how to fully develop
the power of prayer,” Graham pointed out. “We have not yet learned that a man is more powerful on his knees than behind the most powerful
weapons that can be developed. We have not learned that a nation is more powerful when it unites in earnest prayer to God than when its
resources are channeled into defensive weapons. We have not discovered that the answer to our problems can be through contact with
God. ... What a glorious thing it would be if millions of us would avail ourselves of the greatest privilege this side of Heaven!”

AROUND THE BRANCHES

WAITARA MPA PRIZEGIVING: Saturday, September 27, was the
day of the Waitara MPA Prizegiving. A good number of parents and
children gathered in the new Knox Church Community Centre for an
afternoon of games, singing, prizes and food. The enthusiasm of the children
was encouraging to see and was evidence of the great work Jim and
Beulah Pinkerton have done as MPA leaders over the years, with the
assistance of Dorothy Dewar and Ruth Watene. Graham and Evelyn
Batson from Wanganui were pleased to be part of the prizegiving function
and Graham brought a short Gospel message. The photo shows those
who were awarded certificates, several having done the lessons for four
years and two for over six years.

Neil and Beverley Goodwin (Whakatane): On October 1st Neil was admitted to hospital, having suffered a
stroke. He is making a slow recovery and is now able to walk unaided at times. He is also able to play the piano with
both hands once again although he is not as strong as he was. Beverley would like to thank everyone for their
prayers during this time. She is thankful that the Lord has heard and answered those prayers. We ask you to
continue to prayer for Neil and also for the future of the MPA work in the Eastern Bay of Plenty where, for many
years, the Goodwins have regularly visited monthly over 400 homes with the lessons and TW magazines.

Joy Houghton (Hamilton): We would like to acknowledge the faithful work Joy has done over the years she has
been involved with MPA, but she is now unable to carry on. Many lives have been touched with the Gospel of Christ
as a result of her tireless efforts.
PLEASE PRAY: As previously mentioned, there is a very real need for younger, committed people to become
involved in the work of MPA. Please pray that these will be raised up to take the places of the faithful people who
are no longer able to continue with the work.

Graham and Evelyn Batson


