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Jim and Beulah Pinkerton are MPA leaders in Waitara, north Taranaki. 

Here Jim shares with us his most important decision: -- 

 

Born with a cleft pallet and a double harelip with an awful deformed appearance along 

with a speech impediment caused me to have a deep self-consciousness and an inferiority 

complex. This was not helped by insensitive remarks by some including ignorant verbal 

abuse from my own father who should have known better. Later my deformed 

appearance and speech problem was remedied somewhat by several operations. 

As a family we moved residence quite often and I attended many different schools in 

seven years. After having attended an after school children’s programme at a local church 

on one occasion I asked my mother, “Who is Jesus?” She answered that He is God. I had 

no difficulty believing this truth and it helped my understanding of the Christian faith 

although I made no confession of faith in Christ at that time. It was not until I attended a 

Postal Sunday School Mission camp at Eastern Beach, Auckland, at the age of 12 years 

that I received the Lord Jesus Christ as my own personal Saviour. 

My faith suffered quite often with doubts as to whether I was really saved and I was very 

conscious of my sinfulness. I went through stages of sometimes feeling saved and at 

other times not feeling saved, and so I quite often responded to altar calls at various 

Gospel services. 

My doubts continued until at the age of 17 I attended a Christian Easter Camp at 

Ngaruawahia and went forward to make a further confession of faith. This time it was a 

full and complete commitment of myself to Christ and I received full assurance of His 

salvation. That assurance of salvation has not dimmed even though there are failures in 

my walk with Christ. But I have the assurance from 1st John, chapter 1 verse 9 that “If we 

confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteouness”.  

It is a real blessing to know that Christ’s “once for all time” sacrifice that He made when 

He gave Himself for us at Calvary is sufficient to cover all my sins. What a marvelous 



gift God has given for the complete remedy of sin and to know that because of Christ 

God will never hold them against me. As the old hymn says”-- 

“My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame 

But wholly lean on Jesus’ Name”. 


