
MAORI  POSTAL  AOTEAROA 
13 Lowther Street – PO Box 10 – Phone (06) 343-7957 – Whanganui 

graham@maoripostal.co.nz 

 

Early morning Pukehina Beach                 January-February, 2015 

 

Dear Christian Friends and Prayer Partners 

Looking back over the time we have been involved with MPA one question in particular presents itself most 

emphatically, “Where have all the years gone?” Evelyn and I began at what was then MPSS Headquarters in Bell Street, 

Wanganui, in April, 1976, and since that time have seen many changes in premises, personnel and technology. In recent 

years we have seen the advent of the Internet which has greatly expanded the possibilities in the communication of the 

Gospel.  

These days we are very pleased to have the able assistance of Tony and Rachael 

Ahie here at HQ who have a much better grasp of modern technology than we do. 

Tony is at present working on the next issue of “Tupu Whakarangi” so for those of 

you who receive copies we would appreciate your feed-back when it comes out. 

But whatever the changes and whatever the circumstances the Gospel of Christ does 

not change. The problem is that in many areas of professing Christianity the Gospel 

has faded into the background and its relevance is being lost. So we need to be 

reminded that ultimately it is only the Gospel that the Holy Spirit uses to convict 

and convert lost sinners. When Paul wrote (in 1 Corinthians 2) to the church that he 

established in the great pagan city of Corinth with its moral depravity on one hand 

and its Greek intelligentsia on the other, he declared, “For I resolved to know 

nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified”. 

Having revealed the worthlessness of human wisdom in dealing with sin and gaining a right relationship with God (in 

chapter 1), Paul did not employ human wisdom in his preaching when he went to Corinth and declared to them the truth 

of God, nor was his emphasis upon eloquence of speech. Neither had he any desire to present his own opinion, which 

could have amounted to just another theory among the many already being promoted in Corinth. His goal, as a good 

witness to “the testimony about God”, was to present only what God had revealed to Him, and what he knew to be a 

reality in his own life, and to do it in a way that was God-honouring. He knew from his own experience that the Gospel 

of Christ was “the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16). No doubt Paul could have 

drawn upon his past knowledge and experience, and spoken eloquently of many religious ideologies, which would have 

appealed to the Greeks in particular, but he was well of aware of two major things:- 

1. God had sent him to present the message of “Jesus Christ and Him crucified”. 

2. Although an affront to the Jews and foolishness to the Gentiles, it was the only message which could lift them out of 

the bondage of their pagan idolatry and depravity. 

Therefore he realised that, when he first went to Corinth, everything apart from the message of “Jesus Christ and Him 

crucified” was irrelevant. This did not mean that he always confined his ministry to preaching the Gospel, for in his 

writings and ministry Paul “declared the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). But he knew that until a person understood 

the significance of Christ crucified and personally accepted Him as Lord and Saviour, nothing else was of any 

consequence. Later, in chapter 15, he wrote, “Now brothers, I want to remind you of the Gospel I preached to you . . . 

For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: That Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 

that He was buried, that He was raised on the third day, according to the Scriptures . . .”. 

As we look back over 200 years since the Gospel first arrived on the shores of our land, let us remember the impact it 

had in those early days. When the Maori people first embraced faith in Jesus Christ, it revolutionised life for them. It 

brought love and forgiveness and replaced such practices as slavery, warfare and cannibalism. Many of those Northland 



folk moved down through the country and became missionaries to their own people. The changes were dramatic and the 

benefits clear. The Gospel is both the POWER and the WISDOM of God. It alone sets a soul free from the bondage and 

ravages of sin. Only the Gospel can change a person’s eternal destiny from Hell to Heaven. We have a serious spiritual 

vacuum in this country at present and if it is not filled with the truth of the Gospel, it is in danger of being filled with 

violent, corrupt paganism. 

MPA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2015 

At a time when the number of MPA leaders is seriously declining we would like to see as many people as 

possible attend our conference at Lakeview Bible Camp (see brochure) to learn about the work. So, the 

conference is not just for present leaders but for all who have a concern for the future of MPA and the 

propagation of the Gospel of Christ. You are welcome and 

your input could be extremely valuable in helping to form 

the future direction of this ministry. In fact, the Lord may 

well have a part for you to play in it! The potential is great 

especially in view of the development of modern 

technology. You may not be able to attend for the whole 

weekend but if you could be present for our main 

conference day – Saturday 14th March – we would love to 

see you! Come to be informed and/or to have an input. 

(Extra brochures are available if required from HQ). 
       Leaders’ Conference 2014. 

 

MPA IN EASTERN BAY OF PLENTY 

In early December Evelyn and I spent some time with Neil and Beverley Goodwin, assisting 

with distribution and visitation in the large area that they cover. A few weeks previously Neil 

had suffered a stroke and had been hospitalised for a month. However, in answer to prayer, he 

made a remarkable recovery although was limited in his ability to drive. So we assisted with this, 

Evelyn taking Beverley in our car while I took Neil in their car. We 

covered the areas of Waimana and Ruatoki, visiting many remote 

places where the Lord is using MPA to convey the life-giving Gospel. 

Each of the 450+ family’s lessons, magazines and calendars had been 

carefully placed in plastic bags and labelled by the Goodwins prior to 

our arrival. It was indeed a tremendous insight for us into the work 

Neil and Beverley have been doing over the years, and thrilling to see 

the acceptance they have with the people and how the Gospel is 

impacting many lives. The potential together with the need is indeed great, but the workers 

are so few! “Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His harvest field” 

(Luke 10:2).        (Photos: A few of the folks we visited) 

PRISON OUTREACH 

A large consignment of MPA material consisting of several A4 boxes, including Tupu Whakarangi magazines, 

calendars, Bible Text Posters and lessons, has been ordered by the new chaplain at Mt Eden Prison and we have now 

despatched the order. Evelyn was speaking to the chaplain on the phone and was told there has been very little if any 

Christian input into the prison, so this is a real breakthrough. Please pray that it may be the means of reaching many of 

these inmates for the Lord. 

We continue to receive many lesson answer sheets for marking and letters from inmates in prisons in various parts of 

the country. Some show real signs of true conversion and spiritual growth due to the power of the Gospel. Recently I 

was speaking to a prison officer who is a believer and works in the Kaitoke Prison near Wanganui. He said the lessons 

are having a really good effect on those who are doing them. He took a bundle of calendars to dispense among the men. 



LESSONS TO NEW GUINEA 

At the end of each month there is always a small quantity of lessons left over, 

and at the end of each year these are boxed up and sent to New Guinea where 

they are much appreciated among the people there. This came about through a 

large printing job we were doing when we had the printery in operation. We 

used to print the price tickets for the Save Mart stores throughout the country 

and then more latterly for the New Guinea stores as well. The Save Mart CEO, 

although not a professing Christian is sympathetic towards the work that we do 

and his manager in New Guinea is a Christian. Before the closure of our printery 

we were sending small quantities of material. When the local printing firm, 

Hanton and Andersen, took on much of our work, the CEO requested that we continue sending material. Hanton and 

Andersen also took on much of our commercial work including the Save Mart price tickets. The manager of Hanton and 

Andersen offered to send the material with the consignment of tickets to New Guinea so that year we packed up all the 

lessons we had over and sent them off. They were well received and so we have just sent off several boxes from last 

year.  (Photo: The consignment for New Guinea). 

WANGANUI CHRISTMAS PARADE 

As they did in 2013, Tony, Rachael 

and family organised and decorated a 

vehicle for our MPA float for the 

Wanganui Christmas Parade at the end 

of November 2014. It is a great way of 

putting MPA on the map here in the 

local scene and a large quantity of 

calendars and TW magazines were 

placed in eager hands despite 

intermittent showers on the day. 

A GREAT EXAMPLE 

Ralph and Pat Wichers are well known in the Wairoa district for their work among the youth 

of the area and for Ralph’s regular contribution to the Wairoa Star. In 1986 they had a disused 

school building transported from the town to their dairy farm in Awamate Road to further this 

work. Every Sunday afternoon for successive years they invited young people to their farm for 

horse and motorbike rides, indoor games, etc., and always a Gospel message. Ralph also had a 

team of willing workers to gather pine cones to be dried and sold from Ralph’s van on Saturdays 

to raise funds for the Bible Society and Maori Postal Aotearoa. The MPA lessons are used by them for the extensive 

Bible in Schools work they carried out in the district. Ralph has just turned 90 years of age and has now retired from 

Bible in Schools work having completed 15 years. Pat continues with this work. 

APPRECIATION 

Finally, thank you most sincerely to all who regularly support the ministry of MPA both 

prayerfully and financially. Without you we could not continue and so you are very much a 

vital part of this work. We trust that the Lord will bless and direct you in your service for Him 

in this another New Year. 

Yours in Christ, 

Graham and Evelyn 

www.maoripostal.co.nz 



The  Touch  of  the  Master’s  Hand 

'Twas battered and scarred, 
And the auctioneer thought it 

hardly worth his while 
To waste his time on the old violin, 

but he held it up with a smile. 

"What am I bid, good folks", he cried, 
"Who’ll start the bidding for me?" 

"One dollar, one dollar. Do I hear two?" 
"Two dollars, who makes it three?" 

"Three dollars once, three dollars twice, going for three." 

But, No . . . 
From the room far back a grey bearded man 

Came forward and picked up the bow, 
Then wiping the dust from the old violin 

And tightening up the strings, 
He played a melody, pure and sweet 

As sweet as an angel sings. 

The music ceased and the auctioneer 
With a voice that was quiet and low 

Said "What now am I bid for this old violin?" 
As he held it aloft with the bow. 

"One thousand, one thousand, Do I hear two?" 
"Two thousand. Who’ll make it three?" 

"Three thousand once, three thousand twice, 
Going and gone", said he. 

The audience cheered, 
But some of them cried, 

"We just don't understand." 
"What changed its' worth?" 

Swift came the reply . . . 
"The Touch of the Masters Hand." 

"And many a man with life out of tune 
All battered and bruised with sin 

Is auctioned cheap to a thoughtless crowd 
Much like that old violin 

A mess of pottage, a glass of wine, 
A game and he travels on. 

He is going once, he is going twice, 
He is going and almost gone. 

But the Master comes, 
And the foolish crowd never can quite understand, 
The worth of a soul and the change that is wrought 

By the Touch of the Masters' Hand. 

- by Myra Brooks Welch 


