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Dear Leaders and fellow workers

Tena Koutou Katoa! The days in which we live at present are days in which the Christian who is genuinely seeking
to serve the Lord can easily become discouraged. But if we think we face difficulties, take a moment to think about
the Apostle Paul. On many occasions he found himself in prison because of his faithfulness and he spent his last days
in a cold and gloomy cell in a Roman prison awaiting execution. But despite this he was not concerned for himself and
did not bemoan his circumstances. Rather, his concern was for the continuation of the ministry he was about to leave,
the many believers in the various churches he had planted and for his young protege, Timothy, who was also serving
the Lord in trying circumstances. Timothy was becoming discouraged and Paul wrote to him in order to encourage him
and to exhort him not to give in. He wrote, “Do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me His
prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the Gospel, by the power of God, who has saved us and called us to
a holy life . . .” (2 Tim. 1:8-9).

He went on to say, “Yet I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that He is able
to guard what I have entrusted to Him for that day”. Despite his circumstances Paul could say with conviction, “I am
not ashamed!” or “I am not disappointed!” He expected difficulty and hardship for that is the nature of the work
and it was not his agenda he was following. He knew that God’s agenda was being carried out and would continue to
be so. This was because he could also say, “I know whom I have believed”. His was not just some academic
knowledge of the Person of Christ: He knew Him and had a vital relationship with Him. The risen Christ had met him
on the road to Damascus when he was a lost rebellious sinner bent on destroying the Christian faith and stamping out
the name of Christ. The same Risen Christ had completely changed his heart, the direction of his life and his eternal
destiny forever. Thus he was “not ashamed of the Gospel” because he knew from his own experience it was indeed
the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes (Romans 1:16).

On a previous occasion when Paul found himself in prison the Philippian believers were concerned as to what would
happen concerning his ministry. But he assured them, “Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened
to me has really served to advance the Gospel” (Phil. 1:12). He was able to witness to the whole palace guard and
bring the Gospel into the very realm of Caesar himself. Paul knew that it is in difficult times that the power of God
shines through and overrides the evil powers of the enemy.

If we have that same conviction we will not give up in trying times. True, things are not easy and we wonder about the
future of Maori Postal Aotearoa, especially with some of our older faithful workers going to be with the Lord over the
past year. But God is still able to use this ministry as a weapon against the onslaught of the enemy in the time we have
left in this scene. It may not be in the same format as it has been over the years, but I believe it still has a roll to play
in God’s agenda in Aotearoa. Rather than become discouraged, we need to look to the Lord for guidance as to where
we go from here. Therefore it is important that we do our best to attend the 2014 AGM and to come in a prayerful
attitude, asking the Lord to make it a spiritually profitable weekend. Pray especially that He will raise up those who
can carry the work on into the next phase whatever that may be. The conference is open to all who are involved or
interested in the work of MPA.

After many years of faithful service for the Lord our sister, Mavis Towns, was called home on
December 31st. Our prayers and sympathy are with the family at this time. She will be sadly missed
but has left us a great example. We plan to have her eulogy in the next issue of “Tupu Whakarangi”.

May you know the Lord’s rich blessing, strength and encouragement as we launch out into yet another year.

Yours in Christ,


