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“GREATEST MAN ON TWO FEET” NOW WITH CHRIST 

 
South Waikato News 

 

A WELL KNOWN LEADER respected for his work in the south Waikato and throughout 

Aotearoa has died. Senior Kaumatua Haki David Thompson was admitted to Waikato 

Hospital and passed away on Thursday, April 12, at the age of 90. 

 Described as a man of the Scriptures, his life was dedicated to bridging the gap 

between Maori and Pakeha by using the Bible as the platform to do his work. His 

dedication as a Brethren minister for 65 years distinguished him “as a man with a 

tremendous gift” to interpret the Bible in Maori and English, winning him the admiration 

of many. 

 His reputation made him a prominent figure in Aotearoa, particularly at Waitangi, 

earning him a position as minister to the late Maori Queen, Te Arikinui Dame Te 

Atairangikaahu. 

 South Waikato district mayor, Neil Sinclair, said the two driving forces in Mr 

Thompson’s life were his love for his people and his love for God. His belief made him 

ble to work with both Maori and Pakeha. Mr Sinclair said his passion for his people and a 

wealth of knowledge made him an authority figure “who helped me understand Maori 

protocol. Ther gentle touch of that guiding hand made him a great mentor to me and a 

great source of advice.” 

 On his 90th birthday, Mr Thompson received the Community Service Award for 

his work in building leadership and relationships within the community.  

 In 1942, at the time of the death of his first daughter, Lulu, God touched his heart 

and he experienced a spiritual awakening which changed his life – a change which lasted 

for the rest of his life. 

 Born on 17 November, 1916, Mr Thompson loved sport and was fondly referred 

to as the greatest man on two feet. Talented at playing cricket, tennis and rugby his 

“slippery eel” reputation got him to trial for the first five-eighth for the New Zealand 

Maori. 



 His brother, Mr Miki Watene, said he wasn’t always a clean up guy. Before 

giving his life to God “he did everything that was around at the time. He liked to drink 

and ended up in jail twice. It wasn’t until 1940 a man by the name of Jim Forlong came 

and shared the Gospel of Christ. We used to have Sunday School and Haki would tell us 

kids to let his tyres down on his car. He was one of the ringleaders until 1942.” 

 His work took him around Aotearoa visiting every marae, earning him the respect 

of many as a man of the Scriptures. Learning about the people he visited he became 

renowned for his ability to recite their genealogy and history, gaining him a high level of 

respect with Maori and Pakeha. 

 In 1980 Mr Thompson was instrumental in returning the Pokai back to Ngatira 

Marae and his brother, Harry Thompso, remembers it as a big honour to have the Maori 

Queen visit and describe it as an historic event for the area. 

 Mr Thompson’s contribution to the South Waikato was varied and wide but his 

love for his culture earned him the role as a Maori consultant. He was often asked to bless 

official meetings and named the marae at Tokoroa High School. 

Described as a great gentleman and a true humanitarian for all people by Mayor Neil 

Sinclair, Miki and Harry remember their older brother as a man who was gifted and the 

way he lived his life was his gift to both God and us. 

 

No reira e Koro, haere ki to kainga hou. Haere ki to Kaiwhakaora I roto I te rangi. Haere, 

Haere Haere. 


