
December, 2013

Dear Leaders and Fellow Workers

To say that another year has passed into history is to state the obvious and to

once again draw attention to the swift passage of  time. James refers to our life in

this scene as “a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes”. The older I

get the more I realise the truth of  this statement and we look back over our past

and ask, “Where have all the years gone?” The Psalmist expressed it this way,

“The length of  our days is seventy years – or eighty, if  we have the strength; yet

their span is trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass and we fly away” (Psalm

90:10 NIV). Such is the human situation without a right relationship with God.

How appropriate then that the Psalmist should continue in verse 12, “Teach us to

number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of  wisdom”. In seeking to walk

with God and obey His Word He will “satisfy us in the morning with His unfailing love and we can sing for joy

and be glad all our days” despite difficulties and opposition (verse 14).

How has your year gone? Most probably there have been some difficulties and discouragements, and also

some times of  encouragement when you realised that your faithfulness was well worth it all. We are aware that

some of  you have had some very sad times of  illness and loss. It is at such times that the Lord Himself  draws

near to us and reveals His unfailing love and He assures us that He is there with us, never to forsake us (Hebrews

13:5-6).

Encouragements and discouragements – even opposition – are a part of  Christian ministry as we seek to

confront the enemy with the life-changing power of  the Gospel of  Christ. There are so many thirsty, needy

souls out there and we have the message they need. Let us pray to the Lord that He will renew our passion for the

lost and the proclaiming of  His Word so that we will “always give ourselves to the work of  the Lord, knowing

that our labour in the Lord is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58).

We have had some interesting times lately with
various local outreach efforts. On November 30th, for the
first time in the history of  MPA we had a float
representing us in the Wanganui Christmas Parade,
organized by Tony and Rachel who, as most of  you know,
have been working with us at MPA HQ this year. Several
hundred calendars, enrolment forms and other literature
was handed out. We thank the Lord that the rain kept off

until our float had
completed its circuit
and then the skies opened up and it bucketed down for an hour or so.

That same morning Evelyn and I with Christine Foreman attended a
local outdoor community function called “Stone Soup”. It is sponsored by
Te Ora Hou with various community organizations such as the police and
fire brigade as a public relations effort. Throughout the day there were
items and games put on by the locals and events for the children. A hangi
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meal was available for lunch. Altogether there must have been
around 300-400 people in attendance. It was another good
opportunity to hand out calendars and Gospel literature and it
was all well received.

A week or so ago I needed to go to
Hawera to do a job on my old typesetting
machine that we sent to a print place there
because the owner wasn’t sure how to fix a
problem. Tony came with me and on the way we visited various places with calendars and
magazines. We stopped at the little shop at Waitotara and the lady asked for 70 calendars to
put in all the post boxes for the area. We also walked around the streets in Hawera handing
out literature and calendars. Reception was reasonably encouraging.

Out of  the 25,000 calendars we took delivery of  a couple of  months ago we have less than 3000 left here
at HQ as once again they are proving very popular. Most of  the prisons have placed large orders and an order
of  500 has just gone to a chaplain in Christchurch. Please pray that as they go out they will be used to bring the
light and power of  the Gospel to many needy souls throughout our land and will be the means of  enrolling
many more students for the lessons.

AGM 2014

Just a preliminary notice to remind you to keep the second weekend in March next year free for our AGM
to be held once again at Lakeview Camp near Rotorua. We plan to send out registration forms early in the New
Year as usual. Your presence and participation are needed to help make it another profitable and edifying time.

PRISON BRANCH

The MPA Prison Branch run from HQ continues to grow with many of  the inmates doing the new
advanced lessons. It is great to see the growth and keenness developing in some of  them and we pray they will
go on not only to be truly converted, but to be useful servants for the Lord. These lessons are also being used
in some Bible study groups and we are happy to make samples available for anyone who may be interested. The
following is a recent letter from an inmate. This man is very regular in sending in his lesson sheet for marking
and has good answers: —

Thank you for another practical lesson from James. I didn’t think I was going to get it. Last month I had a
seizure and I felt I had died. I went to hospital and now I am back. It was a unique, unusual experience. I
have lost a week at least as to what went on. I must be back for a reason – to suffer some more perhaps. It has
always been the story of  my life – to struggle to survive. I used to have many questions about that: Why me?
Still I am content no matter what goes on around me, especially this year. What people get up to has opened

my eyes to the depravity in NZ.

At Home with the Lord: We have just received the news that our sister, Mary Lee of  Mt
Manganui, has passed on to be with the Lord. Mary has been a very faithful servant of  the
Lord for many years and we have spent many a happy time with her when visiting in her
area. She will indeed be sadly missed. Bronwyn Gillard, who is commended by the Mount
Bible Chapel, is replacing her in the local work of  MPA and we gladly welcome her to the
team.

Bill Wynyard has had a minor stroke which was followed shortly afterwards by a heart attack. He is now home
and slowly improving. Bill and Topsy would appreciate our prayers for their health and for assistance with their
MPA work in Northland.

The old house that we have been using as the MPA office over the last 9 or 10 years is now on the market
and the ministry has been set up once again in the original building at 13 Lowther Street.

If  you have any change of  lesson and magazine quantities for next year please let us know as soon as you
can. We take this opportunity to wish you God’s rich blessing for the festive season and His enabling grace and
encouragement for the coming New Year.

Lining up for the hangi lunch.

Yours in Christ

Graham and Evelyn


