
Mr (Bill (Wi) Paul 
 

From a booklet by Mr Reg Grainger for the occasion of the jubilee of the  

Lahore Street Gospel Hall, Wairoa. 

 

“At the time of the 1931 earthquake there was quite a (spiritual) movement among the 

Maori people and three brothers of the Paul family – Bill, Bob and George – were saved, 

baptized and received into Assembly fellowship”. Mr Grainger also recorded the work of 

Miss Francis Rout and Miss Sylvia Martin, missionaries among the Maori people at this 

time. 

 

Personal Recollections:- 

 
Garfield Sproul: “Their wives had been saved through the ministry of Miss Rout and her 

helpers. The men were far more interested in their beer! They would tell of the 

missionaries coming to the door and of their escaping the house through the window. A 

memorable occasion was when one was drunk and incapable of escape. He was thrust 

under the bed before the door was opened for the missionary. Hopefully he did not snore! 

Working in the freezing chambers, the 1931 Napier earthquake was a fearful memory. 

Bill and Bob (not sure about George) were working among the frozen carcases which 

came crashing down off the rails. The fear of death was on them, the lights had failed and 

the building was collapsing. They cried out to God for salvation and their life’s testimony 

of the succeeding years witnessed to the reality of their commitment. 

Bill Paul and his brothers were close friends of my father, Jim. Mr Ron White (who was 

one of the first MPSS leaders and served as such for many years) had a deep concern for 

folk living in the pas of the district. He purchased a generator mounted on a trailer and a 

movie projector. With Gospel films they would go out into the district. In the afternoon 

there would be a Sunday School in the meeting house and then they would move on to 

the next location where in the late afternoon they would have a Sunday School followed 

by a film and a Gospel message. Then it was back to the first location for another adult 



programme. Almost always, at least one of the Paul brothers would be part of the team – 

and, of course, they had the ability to speak fluently in Maori. 

Bill was the acknowledged leader among the three brothers, and was held in high respect 

among the wider community. 

When Cyclone Bola struck Wairoa, the river broke its banks and the water cut through 

Mr Paul’s home. It was condemned as a result. People in that area were taken to the 

Freezing Works for shelter and food. Among them was Bill Paul, long retired from the 

works but remembered with respect. Understandably there was considerable stress over 

the situation. Bill went from room to room to encourage folk. With Bill you could be sure 

that there were Scriptures to share and prayer to be made! It was a tribute to the respect in 

which he was held in the community.” 

 

Ralph Wichers: The memory of Mr Wi Paul for me centres mostly around our Gospel 

Hall, the services as which he attended faithfully for quite a number of years. He was of a 

happy disposition and as a true Christian kaumatua, was respected in and outside our 

fellowship. 

I remember him the way he excelled in prayer during worship services, in his own style, 

seldom predictable and bearing the unction of the Holy Spirit. Sometimes he was deeply 

moved while dwelling on the glories of Christ his Saviour, often ending with the words, 

‘He is altogether beautiful’. 

Like many Maori people he had a lovely melodious voice which so much improved the 

singing of our fellowship. A neighbour to the Gospel Hall once commented to me, ‘We 

always know when Mr Paul is not at church because then there is not the same volume 

and lustre!” Besides that he was always ready to sing a solo item unaccompanied. But 

one hymn was particularly dear to him, “I have an Everlasting Friend, He is so kind, so 

good to me.” Then there was that beautiful sheen on his face as he savoured these words. 

He also took a lively interest in children and young people, and occasionally would give a 

Christian message to the Boys Rally on a Monday evening. In spite of the generation gap 

he was able to come down to their level. He was always ready to give an account of his 

faith whenever there was an opportunity for him to do so. 

Psalm 112:6 states that ‘the righteous will be in everlasting remembrance’ and that not 

just in this world but more so in the world to come, where he will sing with all the 

redeemed and the holy angels around the Throne of God forever”. 

 

Betty Stormer: “My earliest recollections are of the Paul’s walking to our home in 

Frasertown Road for cottage meetings. I was allowed to stay up for the singing! Bill 

worked for many years at the Freezing Works where he had a very good testimony. 

After the 1931 earthquake the Paul family lived in a tent for five years, rejoicingin the 

security of God’s care. On the Sunday morning it was Bill who welcomed the visitors 

with a beaming smile and gave out the hymn ‘I will sing of my Redeemer’.” 

 

Lil Ratahi: “I have known the Paul Whanau since 1954, as a young Christian. There 

were three brothers – Bill (Wi), George and Bob Hoetawa. They were saved during the 

1931 earthquake and each had large families. Many of them came to know the Lord as 

well. 



The fellowship at that time was knon as “Te Whare Rongopai” – “The House of Good 

News”. There was wonderful fellowship indeed. They had good spiritual support from 

Mr and Mrs Jim Sproul, manager of “Stephenson Shoe Shop”, Wairoa, Marge and Dick 

Hedley and their whanau (builders of Wairoa), Arthur Watkins (boilerman at the 

hospital) and also others from the Lahore Street Gospel Hall. 

Te Whare Rongopai was set up with a loud speaker system and the Gospel message and 

singing could be heard in Wairoa and the hospital. When you have three brothers with 

powerful singing voices and whanau singing over the speaker, how could people not hear 

the Gospel in Maori and Pakeha? 

Another opportunity for Gospel witness was the Open Air meeting held in the main street 

of Wairoa. The Paul brothers shared the message of God with the people of Wairoa, also 

at marae, tangihanga and other special occasions”. 
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The three Paul brothers (George, Bob and Bill) on the opening day of Te Whare Rongopai 
in Wairoa. 


