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Mt Taranaki

Dear Christian Friends and Prayer Partners,

Tena Koutou Katoa.  It is indeed a pleasure to write to you once again and thank you for your faithful
support which enables us to continue in this avenue of the Lord’s service. It has been very encouraging to us to see
the Lord providing our needs through this year so far and we look to Him with confidence for the future.

The two main items we want to bring to your attention at present are
the MPA 2015 Calendar and our new website.

Since having Tony and Rachael taking over more and more of the day to day work
here at MPA Headquarters I have had time to concentrate on other aspects of the ministry,
one of those being to develop several series of adult studies so that students can carry on
with more indepth Bible studies after they have completed the five main grades from
Beginners through to Seniors. I have recently completed a set of lessons on the Pastoral

Epistles which are suitable for both individual and group
studies. One of the themes that is pervasive throughout
Paul’s letters to both Timothy and Titus is the need for
solid, sound doctrine and along with this to refute wrong
teaching and to resist those who promote it. If this was
necessary in Paul’s day, how much more so in our own day! The best way to do this
is to promote sound teaching which is what we at MPA HQ seek to do, not only by
publishing such material for children and adults alike, but also by directing people to
other reliable sources.

This brings me to Paul’s exhortation to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2, verse 15, where he exhorts his young protégé
to “Do your best (study) to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth” (NIV).

Rather than being involved in the unprofitable “quarrelling” mentioned in the previous verse, Paul instructed
Timothy to concentrate on being a workman who met with God’s approval. This would mean a diligent, prayerful
study of the Word of God and obedience to it. Timothy would then be able to teach the Word of God accurately to
those under his care and to guide them away from unprofitable things to that which was truly edifying, and to counter
the disastrous effects of false teaching.

The workman who meets with God’s approval is the one who “correctly handles” or “rightly divides” the
Word of Truth. The original Greek means to “cut straight”, to “make straight”, or to “rightly lay out”, terms referring
to the exactness demanded by such trades as carpentry, masonry, and Paul’s own trade of tent making. In Paul’s
case, if the pieces of the tent were not cut out according to pattern, the tent could not be put together. Similarly with
Bible study and teaching. If portions of Scripture are not accurately interpreted they will not fit with other portions
and there will not be a true understanding of what the Bible is saying. Exactness and accuracy are required in Bible
teaching beyond all other enterprises by virtue of the fact that it is the Word of Truth from God Himself. Not only so,
but the spiritual welfare of both the teacher and those under his teaching is at stake.

Rachael

Tony



2015 MPA CALENDAR
Through your support each year we have been able to place a

colourful Gospel Calendar in many thousands of homes, as well as schools,
Kohanga Reo, marae, prisons and other institutions throughout our land.
Without your support we would not be able to do this and so we bring
this need before you once again for your prayerful consideration. As in
the past we are planning to produce another 25,000 for next year. These
calendars are available to anyone who can distribute them effectively.
We would also gladly provide a quantity to your Assembly/Church for
members to use as “prayer reminders” for MPA.

As well as displaying suitable Bible verses in Maori and English, the calendar also advertises MPA and the
range of Christian literature we have available. There is also an enrolment form for parents and caregivers to enrol
children and many new MPA scholars are contacted this way. The way of Salvation is clearly set out through the
three steps to peace with God printed on the inside back page.

Although we have been quoted a competitive price for this job ($7795 + GST + design and despatch), the
cost of the calendar is still over and above our normal day to day running expenses. If you or your assembly/church
were able to assist us with a donation towards this expense it would be much appreciated. If you would rather pay
by direct credit, our bank account details are:

WESTPAC Aotearoa Christian Press 030791-0401491-00
(Please indicate who the gift is from.)

Check this out!

OUR NEW WEBSITE –
www.maoripostal.co.nz

It’s taken many hours of work but finally Tony
has it out in the public domain. Here is what he
says about our new site: —

“Since the launch of our new website on 18th
of August to the writing of this newsletter on 27th August, we have had over 2,650 page views, multiple new
enrolments, resource requests, donations plus new and existing site visitors. We use a high tech tracking
system called ‘Google Analytics’ that tracks all relevant information from pages viewed to what device
people are using, from where in the world they accessed our site from, to how long they spent on each page
and more! There is even a facility that shows in ‘Live Time’ if someone is viewing our site and which pages
they are on (a great way to pray specifically for our visitors). Our site has direct access to some of our
‘Social Media’ links, such as, Facebook, Twitter, and You Tube.

With the launch of our new site I have also implemented a direct email promoting platform called ‘Mail
Chimp’, which enables us to communicate with thousands of people all over the world at a click of a few
buttons, again which can be accessed on all compatible devices and linked to all of our social media links. At
present I’m preparing a campaign with close to a thousand email addresses loaded on it, mostly all from
people who have contacted us before in some way. It has been a great time of learning and development,
next is online lessons! I pray that the Lord uses these means mightily for His own purposes and there is a real
change in the lives of all who visit us online”.



CONTACT DETAILS
To contact me personally: Email graham@maoripostal.co.nz. -- Mobile 022 321 2026

To contact the office (Tony and Rachael): info@maoripostal.co.nz.
To contact Evelyn: evelynbatson@gmail.com.

Please continue to pray for the future direction of and support of the ministry of MPA. We need the input of
younger committed people to become involved as leaders to carry the work on in whatever form the Lord directs.

Yours in Christ

SOME ENCOURAGING VISITS
Various groups use the MPA Lessons as their main teaching material

and a Sunday School group in Hawera is an example of this. Simone Kainuku
uses the MPA lessons for her Sunday School class on Sunday mornings and
also for her Wednesday evening Bible study group. The children in the photo
are provided with folders in
which to keep their lessons.
Rachael, Tony and I had a
very interesting and

enjoyable time with this group when we visited on Sunday, August
10th. It was most encouraging to see the enthusiasm of these young
people and their teacher. Afterwards lunch was provided along with
a great time of fellowship. On a previous occasion her Bible study
group visited us at HQ in Wanganui so that her students could meet
us and see where their lessons came from.

During a recent trip to Wellington  Evelyn and I visited Corrina and Tawhiri Tupene of
the Wellington Maori Pastorate Presbyterian Church in Lower Hutt. They are using our Te
Kupu Whakaora study books for their various Bible study groups and we took the opportunity
to show them the range of material we have available. We were very warmly welcomed at
their marae/church and had a profitable hour or so with them, learning more of their ministry.
There are about ten such pastorates throughout the country. We were invited back to present
certificates and speak to their congregation later in the year.

Graham and Evelyn Batson

Hawera group at work on their lessons.




